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General

25X1A
1, I bellieve that there were three distinct economic periocds
during my stay in the USSR. (1) NN - vhen
~ everything was rationed and living conditlons were rather 25X1A
- difficult, Almost any commodity could be bought during those
25X1A'years but few people could afford to buy beyond their rations.

(2) B hcn rationing was ended untl This
period was marked by a steady improvement in the supply of most
goods and by periodlc price reductions up to 20 percent for a = 25X1A
great many items., (3) Beginning with there
was a gradual leveling off in the trend ice
i cuts became rarer, were only 5-10 percent, and were usually 25X1A
25X1A restricted to a small category of goods, In order to get an
ldea of the varylng conditlons, 1t 1s necessary to quote three
25X1A geparate prices-=~twe for the rationed
and for the unrationed goods and another price for the same (un-
rationed; goods ine was. the only rationed product
in 1951, Generally, rices s8tabilized somewhere
between the former rationed price and the "free” price, These
were still above the .prices of 1938. -A man's shirt, for example,
cost about Rubles 500 in 1940, Rubles 1500 (free market) and 600
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(rationed) I =nd avout Rubles 1000 [INIEGNG I.woul

the Plant Management Department was paid only Rubles 1500 a
month but he had various special privileges that presumably

compensated for his low salary.) The monthly salary of an
unskilled worker ranged from Rubles 500-800; a skilled worker
was paid Rubles 800-1000 per month,

Pood

2,

25X1A

3.

25X1A
The food was plentiful and the

charged Rubles 35 per meal,
menu varied and included soup, meabt, eggs, vegetables and -

dessert., At that price, however, I was soon in debt and asked
for permission to go on the regular rationing system with my

family. For Rubles 3000 one could live very well and buy

many things, My monthly food budget for oul family, which
%amt- Aubles 800-
1000 during the peribd of ratloning; after it was Rubles

25X1A

- 1000-1200 per month, ' The ordinary Soviet people lived quite

cheaply on their standard diet which consisted of cabbage with

eranberries cooked in it and black bread. On rare occasions

they cooked pork In their cabbage. I recall the food

prices listed below: (all prices are in rubles)

25X1A
25X1A -
. %!!!!! (Un-

Products Unit Free Marke Ratlcne ! rationed)

Bread kg 30 8 3

Butter kg 275 ’ 55 ‘ 40-50

Milk liter 25 (farmer) (only for bables) 2,

Eggs one 12-15 ("} 2 1.5

Potatoes kg 25 2=3. 1

Onicns kg 40 (1.5 when available) 2.5

Tomatoes kg - - 5

Cabbage kg 2.5 (rarely available) 2-3

Pork kg 125-150 30 25

Beef kg 125-160 30 25

Powl kg 60-80 (farmer) - 1o-14

Chocolate bar 100 gr Zg - 12

Apples kg - 12

Tangerine one 4 - 1.5

Oranges one (rarely avallable,.ss) -
25X1A

he farmers took bread rather than money in exchange
for those ltems which we usually bought from them,

We traded

bread for mllk, butter, sugar and fowl at the rate of sbout one

kg of bread for a liter of milk.
‘gufficlent and we did not eat much of it,

Our bread ration was more than
Cabbage was rarely

avallable in government stores; most people bought cabbage,
small berries, eg,cherries and strawberries, directly from the

small farmer,
the kolkhozes.,

Apples were brought to the government stores from
I was very surprised that fowl, which is

considered a luxury commodity in Germany, cost only half as much

as regular meat,
in the open market,

Frozen potatoes, with dirt on them, were sold

. ) " /‘/
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Clothing - 25X1A

", @ood clothing was avallable although it was of limlited variety
"and expensive. After Ml one could buy wool clothing easlly
but in “ it became diffiscult to obtain. and knitiing
wool. wag almost impossible to get. - Cotton was much cheuper
but was not used much because of the cold weather in Leningrad.
Although synthetic fiber did exlist, i1t was much less availlable
than it had been in G#rmamy during World War II. I remember
the following clothing prices: (all prices are in rubles)

25X1A
Products /  Freze Market Rationed Inratloned
One meter of wool 5 200
Man's suit (tallormads) 1500 600 800
Silk dress - 800
‘Genuine Persian lamb :
: fur coat 25000 - 12-15000

Shoes (Soviet made) v

(menta) 7-800 1R0 250
Shoes (Czech)(men’s) - - 3-400
Leather. shoe scles - - 50
Rubber shoe soles - - 12-13

I bought a pafr of shoes [N >0 they are still
quite serviceable. A good quality sulf was obtaingd by purchasing
the c¢loth for about Rubles 200 per meter and having it made in a
state-owned tailoring shop. The talloring bill amcunted to

Rubles 175 and, with trimmings, the sult cost about Rubles 1200~
1500,

| 25X1A
Luxuriles 25X1A

5. Luxury gocds wers easlily avallable for those who had enough money.
Por example, ., there was a wide cholee of Soviet, German
and Swilss watches, I had bough%t a wrist watel which has gilven
good service, for Rubles 18C I This watch had steel
" springs.and had been made by Thiel in the Soviet Zone of Gex»ma.rwy.

25X1A This same watch or a comparable Soviet make such as "Pobeda®

would have cost Rubles 500 M Sormething which made me
suapicious cf Soviet workmanship In thelr watches was the great
number of watch repair shops, Cosmebics and perfumes were readily
avallable and sold in great variety. Most salesgirls used .
lacquer for their fingernalls and rouge for their lips; there was
no campalign agalinst these practices as there had been iv the
Soviet Zone of Germany. Beauty shops gave permanents at very
reasonable rates and my wife claims that they are better than
those given in Germany, Silk sbtockings, made of synthetlse Dibers,

. : n :
cost Rubles 41 IINENEGEE 25X1A
Heatling and Cooking Fuels

6, ‘The heating fuel most often used in Sestroretsk was wood--usu-
ally bireh or pine. The wood was bought in split logs about one 25X1A
meter long and then sawed in half. [ wood cost Rubles
25-30 per cubic meter, Peat iz used rarely and only in briguets;
in Germany it 1s used directly. There was very little central
heating in private houses in Sestroetsk, but fthe Iusbitubé,
where I worked, and public places such as schools, were centrally
heated, New apartment houses in Leningrad all providesd central
heating., The maln cooklng fuel used was kerosene, the kind we
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burned in lamps in Germany and which sold for Rubles 1.8 per liter,
The kerosene was not rationed and .was scld By a house-to-house
peddler. Cooking utensils were avallable but rather expensive,

‘An ayerage cooking pot, made of enamel, cost about Rubles 50.
‘Aluminum cookling pots were also quite cammon‘gnafsomewhat cheaper

than enamel ware. . e i i
_25X1A

Te

25X1A

Transportatlon

_ power consumption was limited to 60 kw per month per
household, After that there were no restrictions, le,current,
shutoffs, as we had had in Germany. At the Institute we had no
trouble with electric current, ~Refri§eratora, washing machines
and other electrical eppliances were displayed in shop windows
as they had been in Germany, bul I knew féw people who owned
refrigerators, light bulbs were rare but after that
time they became re y avallable and were of falr quallty. A
60-watt bulb cost about Rubles 3., 'All houses in Sestroretsk had
e%eztricity and most people used at least one electric heating
plate. - , ._
25X1A

8. I saw many German cars, ineluding Opels and Mercedes.
25X1A the only German ocars used were BMWs (made by the

25X1A

large Bayrlsche Motoren Werke in the Soviet Zone of Germany).
@enerally, Soviet-manufactured cars such as 2is and Pobeda have
replaced German make cars, for whlch spare parts were almost
unobtalnable, There was no great Alfficulty in getting parts

for Soviet cars. A Soviet friend who used a car, told me’ >
that about 90 percent of Spviet cars were state-owned, Gasoline,
which was still rationed I coet Rubles A4 per llter but, . -
as my friend told me, few people used up thelr ration because
they could get most of their gasollne from chauffeurs along the

" road for about Rubles 1.5 per liter. In Leningrad there were a

25X1A

great many trolley buses and streetcars. The streetcars were
completely renewed after World War II and gave excellent

service. It was very rare that one had to walt long at a street-
car statlion, although the cars were very crowded, The electri-
flcatlon of the cireular railroad from. Leningrad. to Sestroretsk
was to be completed .in the. swwmer NN = - . L

Roads and Construction

.9.

All roads and streets in Sestroretsk and the surrounding region

were elther paved or hard surfaced, The materlal most frequently
used was asphalt. I never saw any conerete-surfaced roads and
belleve the use of .corcretecwss impractical because of heavy

frosts, Whlle we were in Sestrdetgk the shore road was straightened -
out. This was done in the most extraordinary fashion. First, a

' bulldozer tore open a track and then the sand was sprayed with tar

11,

25X1A

from a speclal machine and finally covered with approximately two
inches of asphalt. The work proceeded at the rate of two-three
hundred meters per day. The German sclentists were horrified by
this superficlal way of bullding & road and prophesied that it
would be ruined in a short time, After two years of relatively
heagy-tgarfic;‘howaver, it was almost as good as when it had been

The Soviets are qulte proficient in the construction of heavy 25X1A
machinery which requires little precision work, ' All road and

rallroad construction which I saw was done by heavy machinery

such as cranes and excavators., I these machlnes were i
of German make and had almost certainly been taken as reparations.
ﬂthe Soviets began manufacturing them but I cannot

remember any names of the companies producing the machinery. I

was partlcularly impressed by Soviet snow removing equipment.
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Huge, three-axle trucks, wilth rotating disks in front, were used.

The suow was sucked up and ejected high into the alr, even over

" houses along the road, In spite of heavy snow falls, we were

14,

25X1A

never impeded by snow, In Leningrad the streets were all
sleared of snow by 10 ofclock in the morning and the snow was
dumped into the Nava River,

Most of Leningrad 1s bullt of brick. I was very surprised by
the speedy constfuution method of the Sovliets. It 1s called the
“thpeee man system™ and was first used in the rebuilding of Warsaw,

The first worker does nothing but shovel mortar onto the wall,

the pesond worker lays the brick into place and the third worker
semente 1t. The advantage is that the first two workers do not
have to be gkilled masons, The whole process 1s extremely fast;
walla could bhe erected flve times faster than 1n Germany. The
press was full of this wonderful example of ' Soviet ingenuity.

Industrial Maberials

16,

Regarding the availability of industrial materials in the USSR,
ticed that - -the Sovliets do not have high grade
€ tage adversely affects the manufacture and supply
nf all L@al eg, cutting tools, which depend directly bpon the
quality of tha steel, Regarding the supply of partiecular tocols
which were needed in Soviet Industry, the Soviets proved them-
selves very adept at obtalning these from factories producing
them in the Sovlet Zone of Germany. (The Soviets frequently dis-
mantled a well supplied factory existing in the Soviet Zone of
Germany and reestablished 1t in the USSR, and then often rebullt
the same factory in Germany.) For example, we had some
exeellent drills and cubtting tools at the Institute because
Stock & cCompany ab Welssensee, Germany (Soviet Zone),
gpeclalized in their manufacture. We always had difflcult 128
in the procurement of plpes and tubing, because these ltems
were manufactured almost exclusively by Mannesmann, in the Ruhr,
We found that 1t was easier to get a brass plpe than an ordinavy
iron one. The primary shortages were of all types of valves,
grinding tools, tubes and plping,

25X1A
There were no shortages whatsoever in serewsa, nuts, nails, wire

and holts as large. quantities had been obtained from Germany at
the end of World War II.
was wlth bolts above 10 mm In eter. 1 1A
hammers, saws, flles, chilsels and tongs were rather scarce an
of poor guality. My hack saws, for example, were only good for
an hour's service whereas in Germany they lasted a week,
as reamers,

uLLer - roaches wihleh I come rrom Germany and
which were a prime target for thieves. However, Soviet manu-
factured tools of thls type were soft and wore out quickly. 25x1A
Grinding tools were particularly inferior. At the Leuna subsi-
diary plant at Moosblerbar gt where worked fo Q
rears),
oviet manufacture wou ave WOrIN GOWN TO e axle a month,
There was a special Iactory in Moscow, called “Kalibr“ wnich
made micrometers and callpers which were of falrly good gquality.
I belleve that this factory 1s well known as 1t rates ag a model
and many forelgners were taken to visit it. Machine oils
(Uhrenoel) were generally good as they came from a factory in the
Soviet Zone of Germany which speclalized in their production.
(T cannot remember the name of this factory but recall that it
sounded French,) This factory, located in Dresden, supplied
practically the entire Wehrmacht with gun oll. Mest metals, such
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&8 copper, zine, and alumlnum were of good quality. g
Occasionadd however, we had aifficulfy with special kinds of
metals,

formers. oviet me ; :
When we rewound the same wire over German metal, the trans-

»

‘formers would run for hours without heating. The only conslgkgnd

shortage in metals was of high grade steel., Shortages of
valves of every type, as well as couplings, fittings and Joints
such as nipples. and flanges were critical.

~end-
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